XXV.

THE BANQUET  OF  OCTOBEE   1.

rnHURSDAY, October 1,1789, the theatre of the
JL palace of Versailles was in great commotion;
towards four in the afternoon a great banquet was to
be given there. At the request of a delegation of
the municipality of Versailles, which was alarmed by
threats of disorder, the garrison of the town had been
strengthened by a regiment from Flanders, which had
arrived September 23. An immemorial custom of the
French army required that every regiment arriving
in a town should be given a dinner of welcome by
the other corps. This rule was observed with regard
to the regiment from Flanders, and the King's body-
guard, who gave the dinner, were authorized to use
the palace theatre for this purpose. The officers of
the regiment of the Three Bishoprics and those of the
National Guard were also invited.

On the stage, which was adorned with scenery rep-
resenting a forest, was set a table, in the form of a
horseshoe, with two hundred plates. In the orches-
tra were the trumpeters of the body-guard and band
Of. the Flemish regiment. The pit was filled with the
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